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 Dear parents and carers 

We’ve had a very successful return to ‘normality’ in school and the majority of children have coped 
very well.  The younger children are becoming very tired by the end of the day and hopefully will build 
up their learning stamina once more in the summer term.   

We hope you all enjoy a lovely break over Easter and staff are certainly looking forward to a rest!  
However, after just 4 weeks back in school for some children, 2 weeks off can have a negative effect on 
the progress made this term.  Reading on a regular basis and practising times tables will help to 
minimise any learning loss over this period.  In the new term, the children will have the choice of a 
fantastic new variety of reading books which we are busy putting on the shelves this week. We hope 
these will really inspire pupils with their reading next term.  Please take great care of them at home! 

Over the holiday, Year 2 and nursery from the infant school will be moved into the temporary 
classrooms on site and those children will start attending again in the new term.  For this reason, we 
have had to consider how all children are getting on and off site. From next term, all junior children 
will come into school via the furthest park gate (not the infant gate as we have been doing), as 
infant families will be using the infant gate.  The infant parents will then leave the site down the main 
drive.  The end of the day will remain the same for the moment, as the infant parents will be using the 
main drive.  If you have children in both year 2/nursery and the juniors, please collect your infant child 
and then walk round to the park to collect any junior children.  When dropping off, your junior child 
can walk with you through the infant gate and then take the path that leads to the junior school.  We 
will have staff out directing during the first week back!   

Thank you to all families for continuing to be so vigilant and following the lockdown rules.  Over 
Easter, please continue to update us regarding any positive test results at 
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk and ensure that you access a test for anyone in your 
household with symptoms.  If a child starts with symptoms on the Friday or Saturday after we break 
up and then tests positive, we would still need to ask the children in that class to isolate, following the 
48-hour rule.   

Going into the new term, it is important that we ensure high standards in all aspects of school and 
that includes uniform.  We have tried to be lenient during the lockdown period, but it is now important 
to re-establish our expectations.   

Uniform expectations are clear in the prospectus which is on the website. The following reminders 
may be helpful: 
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 Skirts should be knee length.   
 Sandals can be worn in the summer, but children with open toed footwear will not be able to 

use the trim trail.   
 Stud earrings only please and the only jewellery should be a watch (not connected to the inter-

net) and significant religious items.  Any jewellery needs to be removed or covered up for PE.  
 For PE, earrings should be removed or tape provided to cover them up.   
 Long hair for boys and girls should be tied back for health and safety reasons and to look 

smart.  Fringes should be short enough so that children can see easily.  
 Pupils should wear a school jumper/sweatshirt and a water proof coat (in summer this could 

be a cagoule kept in their school bag).  Other hoodies/sweatshirts should not be worn.  
 PE kit is a royal blue T shirt and black shorts or black/grey or dark blue jogging bottoms.  
 Please name all main items of clothing so that they can be returned easily.   

School Dinners 

 Most parents are now paying using the online system.  Thank you very much for this as it 
saves a huge amount of office time.  There will be a new menu after Easter, including a sand-
wich option – details are on the website.  Pupils are always able to take a small piece of fruit 
alongside their pudding and we will reinstate the salad bar a soon as it is deemed safe to do so.  

 Packed lunches should include a healthy balance of food eg a cheese and tomato sandwich, an 
apple and a cake.  Fizzy drinks, sweets and large chocolate bars are not permitted.  Mini bars or 
chocolate biscuits such as KitKats are acceptable.  Please remember to include a drink.  

 Please do not include any nuts in packed lunches due to children with allergies in school.  
 

Behaviour 

 Most children behave extremely well in school and I am very proud of the standards that we 
maintain. Our behaviour policy is on the website which explains the verbal warning/amber 
card.  

 After Easter we will be re-introducing Lunchtime Support, whilst continuing to keep the chil-
dren socially distanced. This takes place in a classroom at lunchtime and is overseen by a mem-
ber of the leadership team.  If children have been given an amber or red card, they go to 
lunchtime support to write their letter of apology.  If pupils have not given their best effort to 
their work in the morning, teachers may ask them to finish it off at lunchtime and this can also 
be done in lunchtime support. If there are behaviour issues on the playground, mid-days can 
send children in to sort it out with the teacher on duty. It is called ‘Lunchtime Support’ as it 
supports both teachers and mid-days at lunchtime and makes for a much more efficient use of 
time.   The children will go in for lunch with their class as usual.  

We continue to be very grateful for the wonderful support from parents. We know that the 
period from Christmas has been a very challenging time for many families and we hope that 
you all enjoy a lovely time together over the Easter break.   

Kind regards 

 


